Mysteries
of the
Forest

comes to

Bonnyville

by Nicole Garner
Bonnyville

Students at H.E. Bourgoin
school have a fun new way
to learn about the impor-
tance of forests and other
natural resources.

Brian Makaruk, the cre-
ator of Mysteries of the
Forest, a board game that
challenges students' knowl-
edge of forest ecosystems,
was in town Friday to pres-
ent local area public and
Catholic schools with free
copies of his board game
and Tshirts featuring char-
acters from the game.
Imperial Oil donated eight
games to the Northern
Lights school division for its
schools and four games to
Lakeland Catholic for its
schools.

"Education is the key and
we must find attractive
ways to gain the interest of
our youth about the impor-
tance of our environment,”
Makaruk said. ‘I believe
that society is starting to
address this issue, but there
still isn't adequate material,
especially in our schools,
drilling this message into
our students.”

Mysteries of the Forest
features questions on world
forestry and parks, forest
sciences, general forestry,
forest trees and plants and
forest wildlife. There is also
a picture card category.
There are a variety of ways
to play the game, depend-
ing on the age, knowledge
of the players and time
available.

Players travel around a
trail of stones answering
multiple choice questions
about the temperate rain
forest, tropical rain forest
and boreal forest. Each cor-
rect answer earns a player a
marker corresponding with
a category. The marker is
placed in a special seedling
tray and the first player to
fill the seedling tray wins.

“Phots by Nicole Garn|
W FOREST FUN - H.E. Bourgoin students Katie Bosdorf, Heather Adam, Dale Runzer
and Storm Anderson take a stab at playing Mysteries of the Forest while principal
Maureen Ference and game creator Brian Makaruk look on.




